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Mr.  DONALD  FRASER,  the  late  Travelling 
Secretary  of  the  Student  Volunteer 
Missionary  Union,  when  in  Germany, 
wrote  to  Mrs.  Maxwell:— 

Berlin,  March  11th. 

“  Wherever  I  have  gone  in  Holland  I 
“  have  found  that  the  beginning  of  the  present 
“Christian  movement  among  the  students 
“was  largely  due  to,  or  greatly  helped  by, 
“  the  reading  of  ‘  Translated.’  ’’ 
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were  rp^de  stron§,.” 

H«b-  ^4* 


“The  desire  to  be  a  blessing  is  but  the  beginning.  As  you 
undertake  to  work,  you  speedily  become  conscious  of  your  own 
weakness  and  the  difficulties  in  your  way  Souis  are  not  saved 
at  your  bidding.  You  are  ready  to  be  discouraged  and  to  reiax 
your  effort.  But  abiding  in  Christ,  you  receive  new  courage  and 
strength  for  the  work.  Believing  what  Christ  teaches  that  it  is 
He  who  through  you  will  give  His  blessing  to  the  world,  you 
understand  that  you  are  but  the  feeble  instrument  through  whkh 
the  hidden  power  of  Christ  does  its  work,  that  His  strength  may 
be  perfected  and  made  glorious  in  your  weakness. 

ANDREW  Murray. 


Tbe  Supreroe  Need 
\r)  A\issiop  WorH. 

Rev,  G.  H.  C.  MacGregor,  M.A. 

Throughout  the  whole  missionary  world  there  is  at  present 
a  very  deep  sense  of  need.  In  every  report  of  every  society 
this  finds  expression  ;  in  every  letter  of  every  missionary  this 
is  revealed.  Opposed  as  our  missionaries  are  by  the  gigantic  and 
growing  masses  of  heathenism  they  feel  overwhelmingly  their  own 
helplessness.  The  power  of  evil  is  so  terrific,  and  the  forces  of  evil 
are  so  active,  that  they  are  apt  to  despair.  So  from  every  mission 


land  the  cry  of  the  missionaries  comes  to  our  ears.  And  what  do  they 
cry  for  ?  Not  men,  not  money,  but  prayer.  Even  above  the  urgent 
cry,  “Come  over  and  help  us,”  and  God  knows  they  have  enough 
reason  to  utter  that  cry,  we  hear  the  words,  “  Brethren,  pray  for  us.” 

This  longing  on  the  part  of  our  'missionaries  for  prayer  is  a  most 
blessed  sign.  If  the  call  of  the  missionaries  is  responded  to  by  the 
home  churches,  and  we  really  get  down  on  our  faces  before  God  in 
prayer,  we  may  see  in  these  last  days  the  mightiest  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  upon  the  world  that  the  Church  has  ever  witnessed. 

In  this  deepened  sense  of  the  need  of  prayer  which  is  noticeable 
on  every  side  we  have  a  token  that  the  Church  is  entering  into  full 
sympathy  with  her  Lord.  For  the  Lord  has  all  along  told  us  that  the 
supreme  need  of  missionary  work  is  prayer.  In  His  first  utterance  on 
the  subject  He  made  this  plain.  “When  He  saw  the  multitudes  He 
was  moved  with  compassion  for  them,  because  they  fainted,  and  were 
scattered  about  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd.  Then  saith  He  unto 
His  disciples,  the  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few.” 
“Pray  ye  therefore.”  Before  “Go,”  before  “Give,”  comes  “Pray.” 
This  is  the  Divine  order,  and  any  attempt  to  alter  it  will  end  in 
disaster.  Prayer  is  to  missionary  work  what  air  is  to  the  body — the 


element  in  which  it  lives.  Missions  were  born  in  prayer  and  can  only 
live  in  the  atmosphere  of  prayer.  The  very  first  duty  of  a  church  in 
organizing  its  foreign  missionary  work  is  to  awaken,  mamtain  and  sustain 
in  its  members  the  spirit  of  prayer. 

REASONS  WHY  PRAYER  SHOULD  BE  PRE-EMINENT. 

1.  Prayer  keeps  us  constantly  in  mind  of  what  the  true  basis  and 
the  true  character  of  our  missionary  work  is.  He  who  prays  for 
missions  never  forgets  that  the  work  is  God’s,  that  he  is  aiding  in  the 
Divine  enterprise  of  missions.  Prayer  puts  God  first.  It  reminds  us 
that  He  is  the  supreme  worker.  It  reminds  us  also  that  only  in  so  far 
as wre  follow  the  line  of  His  will  can  we  have  true  success,  and  it 
inclines  us  to  wait  on  God  that  He  may  reveal  His  will  to  us. 

How  important  all  this  is,  especially  to  our  missionary  committees 
and  missionary  boards.  We  are  often  tempted  to  take  the  management 
of  the  work  into  our  own  hands.  The  carrying  on  of  a  mission  involves 
so  many  business  details  that  unless  the  church  is  simply  full  of  prayer, 
men  will  be  tempted  to  forget  God,  and  will  try  to  do  God’s  work  in 
their  own  way.  Prayer,  therefore,  keeps  the  eye  toward  God,  the  ear 
ever  open  to  His  voice,  and  brings  the  heart  more  and  more  into 
sympathy  with  His  purpose. 


2.  Prayer  supplies  the  means  by  which  the  needs  of  our  missionary 
work  may  be  met.  The  first  great  need  of  missions  is  men.  If  the 
harvest-field  is  to  be  reaped  we  must  have  labourers.  But  how  are 
these  labourers  to  be  secured  ?  Surely  by  prayer.  ••  Is  not  this  what  the 
Lord  told  us  ?  “  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  He 

will  send  forth  labourers  into  His  harvest.”  The  surest  way  to  get 
missionaries  is  by  the  throne  of  God.  Appeals  to  God  will  man  the 
fields  more  quickly  and  more  efficiently  than  ajipeals  to  man.  In  the 
evangelization  of  the  world,  the  missionary  prayer  meeting  is  a  greater 
force  than  the  missionary  public  meeting.  A  praying  church  never 
lacks  missionaries.  If  missionaries  are  not  forthcoming  to  carry  on  the 
church’s  missionary  work,  it  is  a  sure  sign  that  that  work  has  not  the 
place  it  ought  to  have  in  the  church’s  prayers. 

The  second  great  need  of  missions  is  money.  The  apostle  jiuts  the 
two  together  when  he  says,  ‘  ‘  How  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher ! 
And  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent.”  Money  is  needed. 
How  is  it  to  be  obtained  ?  By  prayer.  The  silver  and  the  gold 
belong  to  the  Lord,  and  in  answer  to  believing  prayer  He  can  bring  it 
forth  from  the  purses  and  the  pockets  of  Ilis  people.  And  He  will 
often  begin  with  those  who  are  praying.  'This  is  what  we  have  to 


learn.  Teach  your  people  to  pray  for  missions,  and  you  have  already 
taught  them  to  give  to  missions.  People  will  always  give  for  the 
support  of  a  work  which  has  a  real  place  in  their  prayers.  If  our 
missionary  committees  and  boards  were  only  half  as  anxious  about 
having  the  prayers  of  our  people  as  they  are  about  having  their  gifts, 
if  they  took  as  much  pains  to  stimulate  prayer  as  they  take  to  stimulate 
giving,  our  missionary  treasuries  would  be  full  to  overflowing. 

3.  Prayer  meets  needs  in  connection  with  missionary  work  which 
can  be  met  in  no  other  way.  This  is  a  matter  to  which  I  invite  most 
serious  consideration.  Have  we  ever  realized  how  much  has  to  be 
done  in  connection  with  our  missionary  work  that  can  only  be  done  by 
prayer  ?  I  believe  if  we  realized  this  we  would  realize  the  urgency  of 
the  question  more. 

(1.)  We  appoint  a  committee  or  board  to  manage  our  foreign 
missionary  work.  How  can  we  secure  that  the  committee  will  act 
wisely,  and  will  judiciously  employ  the  means  put  at  its  disposal  ? 
Only  by  prayer.  Nothing  else  will  secure  that  the  men  we  appoint  are 
kept  in  touch  with  God  so  that  in  the  work  the  Spirit  of  God  as  the 
Spirit  of  Wisdom  shall  rest  on  them. 

(2.)  We  invite  men  to  be  our  missionaries  in  the  foreign  field. 


How  shall  we  secure  that  the  right  men  go  forward  ?  What  provision 
shall  we  make  that  they  may  be  men  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ?  We  send  these  men  out  into  the  heathen  field.  How  shall  we 
preserve  them  against  discouragement,  against  faint-heartedness, 
against  unbelief,  against  laziness  ?  Only  by  prayer.  Nothing  else 
will  do  it.  The  best  men  that  can  be  obtained  for  this  service  need  to 
be  continually  upheld,  and  a  church  has  no  right  to  send  out  any  man 
unless  she  is  prepared  to  uphold  him  by  prayer. 

(3.)  We  gather  out  from  among  the  heathen  througli  the  work  of 
our  missionaries  groups  of  men  and  women,  and  bring  them  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  Christian  Church.  But  how  are  we  to  encourage 
them,  and  keep  them  true  ?  Only  by  prayer.  Our  missionaries 
cannot  do  it.  They  may  be  faraway.  Ourmoneycannotdoit.  It  is  not 
money  they  want.  Needs  like  these  can  be  met  in  no  other  way  than  by 
prayer.  This  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  proper  carrying  on  of 
missionary  work.  If  it  is  to  prosper  it  must  be  steeped  in  prayer. 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  PRAYER  NEEDED. 

Let  me  say  at  once  it  must  be  prayer  which  costs  us  something. 
We  must  not  in  this  matter  offer  to  the  Lord  our  God  of  that  which 
costs  us  nothing. 


1.  Prayer  for  missions  must  be  intelligent.  Many  pray  for 
missions  whose  prayers  are  practically  valueless  because  of  their 
ignorance.  They  have  a  zeal  in  this  matter,  perhaps,  but  it  is  not 
according  to  knowledge.  Their  service  is  not  a  reasonable  service, 
How  can  our  prayers  be  supposed  to  be  real,  if  we  will  not  take  the 
trouble  to  inform  ourselves  about  that  for  which  we  pretend  to  pray  ? 
Missionary  prayer  burns  hotly  only  when  fed  with  the  fuel  of 
missionary  information.  Prayer  must  be  based  on  knowledge.  The 
knowledge  which  leads  to  true  missionary  prayer  is  twofold. 

(1.)  It  is  the  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  missiofis,  that  is  a 
knowledge  of  what  God  wishes  to  be  done.  This  can  only  be  obtained 
by  honest,  earnest,  prayerful,  long-continued  study  of  God’s  Word. 
There  God’s  will  is  revealed.  What  it  is  we  must  discover,  for  he 
cannot  pray  aright  for  missions  who  will  not  take  pains  to  discover 
God’s  thoughts  about  them. 

(2.)  •  It  is  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  missions,  that  is  knowledge  of 
what  God  is  actually  doing.  This  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  painstaking 
study  of  missionary  literature,  and  diligent  attendance  at  missionary 
meetings.  He  who  has  not  sufficient  interest  in  this  work  to  desire  to 


hear  what  has  been  done  will  certainly  not  have  sufficient  interest  tc 
lead  him  to  pray  for  the  doing  of  it. 

2.  Prayer  for  missions  must  be  definite.  What  is  true  of  study 
in  general  is  r.rue  of  missionary  study.  We  should  endeavour  to  know 
something  about  every  mission,  and  everything  about  some  missions. 
While  we  endeavour  to  keep  ourselves  informed  as  to  the  course  of  the 
^novernent  over  the  whole  field,  we  should  have  a  special  interest  in 
some  particular  corner  of  the  field.  The  missionaries  working  there 
should  be  known  to  us  by  name.  We  should,  if  possible,  make  their 
personal  acquaintance.  We  should  make  them  our  personal  friends. 
Their  names  should  be  household  names  with  us.  Every  scrap  of 
information  about  them  should  be  welcome.  The  geography,  the 
history,  the  ethnology  of  their  fields  should  be  studied.  Then  they 
will  have  a  special  place  in  our  prayers.  Our  prayers  will  be  definite 
and,  growing  in  definiteness,  will  grow  in  power. 

3.  Prayer  for  missions  must  be  intense.  We  must  learn  in  this 
matter  to  labour  in  prayer.  But  what  is  implied  in  this  labouring  in 
prayer?  It  implies  our  getting  into  sympathy  with  the  mind  of  Christ. 
It  implies  that  we  look  on  the  perishing  multitudes  with  the  eye  of  Christ 
until  His  passion  fills  our  hearts,  and  the  burden  of  their  souls 


becomes  a  burden  we  can  hardly  bear.  It  means  that  we  see  them 
fainting  for  want  of  the  Bread  of  Life,  scattered  and  torn  as  sheep  that 
have  no  shepherd.  It  means  that  there  is  borne  in  upon  their  hearts 
a  new  sense  of  their  danger,  a  sense  of  their  awful  loss  in  knowing 
nothing  of  the  Christ.  It  means,  too,  that  by  the  Holy  Ghost  there  is 
poured  from  our  hearts  such  a  tide  of  the  love  of  Christ  that  we  yearn 
for  those  lost  souls,  as  He  yearned  for  the  lost  world.  And  then  we 
kneel  to  pray,  to  labour,  to  wrestle,  to  agonise  in  prayer  that  labourers 
may  be  sent  forth,  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  gather  in 
these  multitudes  to  the  fold  of  Christ. 


•5outK  Afn(;a  i'\i.s*io(\. 


“  HOJnE-HELPER^’  UNION/’ 

P\otto  :  *'TKe  little  oi\c  aK&H  t>ecoh^e  a.  tl\ousaac|.”  Is.  lx.  2.2.  (i?..V.) 

Eor  tKc  ^ul'tKcrarvQc  of  tKc  (J05l5el  m  5outK  A^I-ica  ty  tneah-s  of 
I.  PRAYER.  II.  EEPORT.  III.  OIVINd. 

o»\  -tK^  Jjart  of  wKo  h\u.st  retnaitx  at  I\oI«\«. 

HaVirxg  read  tKc  “  5ugg^5tioI\s  to  JVLelnKc^'*  ”  a>'d  bei>'3  car»\e3tly 
cle*lrou.s  to  Kelp  forward  tKe  Lord’*  Work  ir\  5outK  Afri^^a  to  tKc  bc^t  of 
trvy  ability,  I  Wi5K  to  becotne  a  tnehxbef  of  tKe  Hohac-H^lpcr*’  Urviou 


Na  h>e . 

(Mr.,  Mr5.  or  Mi^s) 

Pull  Address . 

To  the  Secretary, 

H o h\e*H c  1  |jc rs’  Uaioa, 

17»  Hohvcficld  iteadj 

Wi  mjjl cd o a.  Date . : . ICj 


This  form  should  be  detached,  and,  after  being  filled  up,  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  H.H.U. 

A  Card  of  Membership  and  a  small  Missionary  Box  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible  aft^r 
the  receipt  of  the  above  duly  filled  in. 


Erolrv  i  Kq  5uprcrrve  Need  1 1\  n  i.5.sio  t\  Work. 


“  TKc  K^atl^eh  ^Kall  kr\oW  tKat  I  ahrv  tKe  Loi^cl,  1  5^2^11  bc 

^a»\ctificci  i*\  you  before  <K^ir  cyc^.”  Ezekiel  xxxvi.  23. 


“  HOME-HELPER^’  UNION.’’ 


5u93c>stioK3  “to  i'\^n\bci''S. 

I.  PkAYEi^.  TKc  rv^ec}*  of  3outK  Africa  *Koul<^  (jc  4aily  l'^iTv^hrvt>e»'c4 
(jcfor^  (Jocj.  AleHrvtjck'3  3K,ovtl4  kccjD  tK^h\3clvc.s  fu  1  ly  aQCjua  i  rvteci  witK  tKe 
f)rogr^.s3  of  tKc  Work  a3  r^corcled  ea(^K  rt\o>\tK,  ^Ke  “  3out.K  African 
Pioneer,”  a  copy  of  WKicK  <Kcy  will  rc^civ^  cacK  n\o»\tl\  free, 

II.  CEEOiO*-  IrvfortTvatioj^  rggarcjii'g  the  Work  hvigKt  Kc  ■spi'ca4  by 
tKc  4 •sI^^'ibuCioK  of  <Kc  Val'ious  booklet*  i.ssuc4  by  tKe  i'li.s.sio^,  a»\4 
effort*  hvigKt  b®  tT\a4e  to  iA4ucc  ocKcr5  to  joir\  tKc  Uh^iorv. 

III.  CilVINCi.  A  5ov<tK  Africa  I'liaaioKat'y  box  will  be  Tl\i* 

Box  i*  If\tc>'4t4  •'ot  *o  hxucb  for  collcCtirvS  from  otKcr5,  as  for  ohe’5 
oWA  pcrso»\al  self-4cK**‘k  tnigKt  be  placc4  ot\  tl\^  4rcssit\g  table, 
aK4  tKus  serVe  as  a  coi\*ta>\t  rchr\ia4er.  All  presents  of  tnohey  tnigKt 
be  titl\e4>  a»'4  tnarxy  otKer  Ways  of  giving  Will  suggest  tKcrt\sclyc5. 


“PROMOTED.” 


O^c  5Killi^g  aKc^  TwopcKcc, 
Po*t  F'r'cc, 


TK^  i'lcrrvol'ial^ 

C^\afle^s  Dixoh  Kimt>cE 

(Lieut.,  45tH  Colnl^fthy,  Ihrv{3^»-ial  Yco  tna  h  >-y), 

By  HI5  515TEi?. 

Tct\  lllu5<:ratlol\5  at\cl  a  MajD. 
BouKc]  ih  Wl\ite  LcatKcEctte  af\ci  CtolcJ. 
A  cotTvJ)a>\loi\  Volutne  to  “  TraKslatcc^.” 
<5tK  Ecjltiof^. 


“  Charles  Kimberwas  one  of  the  Hedley 
“  Vicars  and  Havelock  type.  One  of  the  best 
‘  ‘  stories  we  have  seen  in  a  considerable  mass 
’*  of  war  literature.” — The  Spectator. 
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